BC Call - February 1st 2001 (17:00 CET)

Participants: Sebastien BACHOLLET, Morgan BAKER, Rosa DELGADO, Grant FORSYTH, Catherine GABAY, Anders HALVORSEN, Maca JAMIN, John LEWIS, Patrick MURPHY, Stefanie NIEBISCH, Gerry SAINT AMAND, Glen de SAINT GERY, Philip SHEPPARD, Theresa SWINEHART, Katsumi YAMANAKA 

Guests from dotBIZ:
Doug Armentrout - CEO of NeuLevel

Fernando Espana - Marketing

Jeffrey NEUMANN  (Neustar)


Ken HANSEN (Neustar) 

Philip Sheppard chaired this teleconference. 

1. Philip and other participants of the call warmly greeted Grant Forsyth, our new representative to the Names Council. 

He introduced himself and described his current and past activities.

He is currently working with Clear in charge of industry and regulatory affairs. His multiple experience in managing a telecom user association, e-commerce group and others, enables him to understand BC diversity as well as public policy issues.

He expressed his willingness to listen to members’ requirements in order to fully play his role as a BC representative to the NC, thus contributing to a greater authority of ICANN and DNSO.

2. Discussion with representatives of dot BIZ, one of the seven TLDs selected by ICANN in November.

Sunrise period and IP:

.Dot BIZ does not plan to have a sunrise period. A paid-for start-up period – service on IP and trademarks identification is offered. Trademark holders will receive notification of identical names and at that point can choose to start a UDRP process.  

They expressed a wish to avoid discrimination towards the trademarks registered after a date set- up by a registry.

. A paid-for “Watch service” will be offered later, enabling the trademark owner to request a report on who registers the same mark and where. This service may cover identical or similar names. (Although the registery proposes this service it is in essence the same as existing independent commercial watch services)

They plan no structured approach concerning Second level domains.

Startup

A number of Registrars may be preregistring or logging identical names. Applications will be randomly batch processed and chance will ditate success.

There after the principle is ‘first come first served”.
Registration process


. Dot biz will market itself as the place for business and hopes its customers will have comercial intent. It wil not requre any prof of this such as pProof of national businessregistration .,

. Individuals will be able to register as long as they say they intend to use the domain name for business purposes,

. 


.
. All accredited ICANN registrasr can become dotBIZ registars,


. NEUSTAR will operate a shared Registry System - launch mid 2001 (still under negotiation with ICANN)


. 

UDRP


. They plan to use the existing UDRP but a special agreement may be needed.

Database ownership:


.The Registry for .BIZ will not claim ownership database IP. It believes that the, registrarswill claim and own this IP.

Data protection 


. .BIZ intends to follow ICANN policy in this field

WHOIS


. Dot biz intends to follow NSI przactice on WHOIS,

. They will offer a limited search facility free and a  more sophisticated paid-for search such .

Internationalisation of Domain names 

. still under development. They share some concerns on functionality and are taking into account a complexity of the issue. No plans in this field for initial launch.

Marketing policy 


. Market differentiation: they wish for dotBIZ to be conceived of as an exclusive place for businesses,


. Marketing plans are still under development and are mainly registrars oriented 

Alternative roots

. Confusion with non ICANN accredited roots such as Atlantic Roots dot biz is considered not a technical but a policy issue.  (The existing alternative roots operate today as a closed network).

End of the session with dotBIZ

Members have briefly continued a discussion on the follow-up actions:


. General impression no more protection provided to businesses than in dotCOM or the new dot INFO.


. More information on a structure of SLD needed


. The following suggestions were made for Melbourne meeting

· Set up a panel discussion with all TLD applicants, 

· Inform on current status of negotiations

· Ask ICANN to give a presentation at the BC meeting in Melbourne on alternative roots and  a one root system

· Ask the IPC to sharz their thoughts on theior discussions with dotBIZ

· Agenda for Melbourne to be finalised soon by Theresa and Grant in coooperation with the BC secretariat.

Philip thanked Grant for providing a bridge for this call and thanked all participants .

End of  call 18:30 CET

