BC members call 13 March 2007

Present

Philip Sheppard – moderator and officer

Mike Rodenbaugh - officer

Alistair Dixon – officer

Will Rodger

Frank Schilling

George Kirikos

Dave Fares

Neal Blair

Steve del Bianco

Ed An

Marilyn Cade

Ron Andruff

Bilal Beirm

Gary Hills - secretariat

The call was to update and discuss issues prior to the ICANN meetings in Lisbon 24-31 March. Each issue was introduced by the rapporteur.

1. New TLDs – Philip

· A final draft report from the council committee is imminent and will be circulated to BC members when available

· Likely committee meeting March 24 am in Lisbon.

· BC is drafting a paper to provide input on registrant-verification, application transparency, concept of community and rights protection mechanisms. It will be circulated very shortly for discussion.

· The draft GAC principles dated 17/10/06 and circulated to the BC have been revised. Contrary to an earlier veto proposal, countries including the US are seeking a limited timeframe in which countries might object to a TLD application under certain grounds. There will be in depth discussion on this in Lisbon.

2. WHOIS – David

· A final WHOIS report has been published and circulated to the BC. In it the BC along with the IPC and ISPs reject the operational point of contact proposal (there are too many unresolved issues). The proposal was however narrowly supported by other constituencies. 

· It is unclear how Council will treat the report. There will be discussion with the GAC on the report in Lisbon on March 25. 

3.  Reserved names – Alistair

· The  working group has gone through the full list of existing agreements and split the work into sub-groups to deal with different types of reserved names. 

· A report is due to be made to council at Lisbon.

4. Existing contractual conditions – Alistair

· A final draft report has just been published for public comment which will end 28 March.

· The registry constituency continue to challenge the validity of the entire PDP.

· The BC will submit a short submission in line with existing policy to public comments. ACTION Alistair/Marilyn
· There are opportunities for improving consensus (at the council level) on several issues including registry data and renewals where the task force voted on subtle variations in policy. ACTION Alistair/Marilyn to draft a proposal and circulate to allies.

5.  IDNs – Alistair

· Work of the working group is nearing completion and a report is due for Lisbon. The report is expected to have a good degree of consensus.

· A recent technical test demonstrated no security issues to the root for certain types of IDN deployment.

6. Rights protection mechanisms – Mike Rodenbaugh

· Work of the working group has started and is at the analysis phase.

· More constituency input will be needed.

· The group will request an extension until May 2007 to complete its work.

7. Lisbon AOB

· Discussion on the cross-constituency meeting (March 27 am) content including Board interaction has begun. The ISPs are leading. A draft agenda will be circulated as soon as available.

· A  BC agenda will be circulated shortly for the March 27 pm meeting.

· The GNSO public forum (March 26 pm ) will focus on new TLDs.

· An ICANN public forum (March 26 pm) will focus on the GNSO review.

8. Etiquette

The meeting supported a call from David Fares, echoing a list mail from Sarah Deutsch,  for improved etiquette on the members e-mail discussion list. Members recognised that differing opinion on matters of domain name policy was no excuse for poor manners nor the mixing of policy with personal comment. Also that the BC is only one part of most members' overall work responsibility.

END 
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