Summary ICANN GNSO Business Constituency conference call 

14 October 2003

Present


Coming to Carthage
Would join by phone in Carthage

Marilyn Cade 

– AT&T – rep
Yes
-

Grant Forsyth 

–TelstraClear– rep
No
Yes

Philip Sheppard 

– AIM – rep
Yes
-

Ron Andruff 

– RNA
Yes
-

Jim Baskins 

– Verizon
No
?

Ed An 

– Time Warner
No
?

Steve Plotkin 

– Wallt Disney
No
?

Sebastien Bachollet – CIGREF
Yes
-

Gary Hills 

– BC secretariat
No
-

Observers

Colleen ? ITI ?

1. BC elections 

Gary Hills as election officer explained that for the 3 posts 3 nominations had been received and therefore he had declared Marilyn Cade, Grant Forsyth and Philip Sheppard duly elected for a two-year term.

2. Meeting schedule ICANN Carthage

We now plan a longer cross-constituency meeting due to expected lower attendance from constituencies.

Tuesday 28 October

Cross-Constituency
9am –12pm and then 1.30pm -2.30pm

BC 


3pm - 4.30 pm

3. Issues

· Wildcards – the new Verisign Site Finder service continues to cause concern with competitors, users and the technical community. At ICANN’s insistence the service was suspended 4 October. There are briefing meetings arranged in the USA October 15 and at ICANN Carthage. More info on www.icann.org . At a meeting October 16, the GNSO Council will consider a resolution to start a policy development process for any such future registry service to prevent the re-occurrence of these sort of problems. ACTION The meeting endorsed the BC reps to vote in favour of the resolution.

· New gTLDs. ICANN has missed its own timetable for the introduction of up to three new sponsored gTLDs. There is concern in some quarters that because dot travel is the most prepared contender among the original applicants, the process should be wider than it was originally envisaged. The meeting agreed to resist any such widening and to press for the start of applications for up to three new sponsored gTLDs immediately. This is in line with existing BC policy. ACTION Marilyn Cade to draft short statement.  

· Representation on the GNSO Council. The BC elections have returned three representatives in line with BC policy and the recommendation of Council. It was agreed to ask Council chairman, Bruce Tonkin, to insist that the Board put the issue on the agenda for Carthage.  ACTION Grant Forsyth. It was agreed to seek a formal reconsideration of the Board decision should the Board not maintain 3 reps. 

· WHOIS.  Discussion continues within the GNSO Council on the priorities for the next policy development process. The BC reps are pushing for the agreed BC priorities.

· UDRP / WIPO II.  The Council is seeking to prioritise a list of 20 issues relevant to the revision of the UDRP. The BC has submitted its preferences. Philip Sheppard is the BC rep to a new group formed by ICANN CEO to consider inter alia the political issues relevant to the WIPO / GAC call to widen the trademark UDRP to international organisations and country names. The BC and Council opinion is that any such widening is unnecessary but should it happen, then a process separate to the trademark UDRP should be established. The new WIPO II group is yet to have its first meeting.

· ITU/WSIS. A series of preparatory meetings continues within which the ITU secretariat and certain countries are seeking for an inter-governmental model to take over much of ICANN’s mission.  The BC continues to resist this. There will be a further briefing on the issues involved at ICANN Carthage.
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