BC members call 14 June 2006

These notes reflect the discussions of the call participants and do not necessarily reflect BC policy.  For BC policy please consult our written position papers
Present:

Ron Andruff 

Marilyn Cade

Sarah Deutsch 

Alistair Dixon

Ken Fockler

Catherine Gabay 

Gary Hills, Secretariat

George Kirikos

Alexander Schubert 

Philip Sheppard

Fabricio Vayra

Apologies: Ayesha Hassan

-------------------------------------

Please note: since the meeting there have been announced changes to the meetings schedule in Marrakech.  These changes and any other background information not included in the call are in italics.

-------------------------------------

Information about meetings and timelines for Marrakech:  

Marilyn Cade outlined the meetings in Marrakech.  Policy development meetings start on Saturday and Sunday and observers are welcome to attend the PDP 06 Task Force meeting on Saturday afternoon. Sunday is also a busy day with two additional meetings of interest to the BC: The WHOIS task force meets Sunday morning in a TF working session. The BC will be represented by David Fares, Sarah Deutsch, and Marilyn Cade.  

On Sunday afternoon there are two events of note to BC members and which they should plan to attend:  GAC and Council Session I: Public Policy issues in gTLDs. At 2:00 p.m., the Council and GAC will hold an open session and discuss policy issues on generic TLDs, with a focus on the new gTLD PDP, a short report on the PDP on existing registry contracts. This will be followed by an IDN workshop which should be of interest and value for attendance by BC members. [Note: on Tuesday, there is a more technical IDN workshop.]

The formal meetings start with an opening ceremony on Monday – the Prime Minister will attend and address the GAC. At 10.30am the GAC and COUNCIL will host their second open session to address Government Perspectives on Public Policy Issues and Aspects of the WHOIS Service.  The GAC has confirmed there will be five government guest speakers from different countries.  Councillors will have a facilitated opportunity to discuss the issues raised. 

BC members are encouraged to attend both of the open GAC/Council sessions. David Fares and Sarah Deutsch will represent the BC. 

On Monday will be the Cross Constituency [informational meeting of the IPC, ISPCP and BC] and BC meetings.  As usual the board will attend the CC meeting for one hour.   Rick Anderson will work with Marilyn Cade and Alistair Dixon to draw together an agenda for the BC meeting and will also facilitate that meeting.

The IPC has agreed to co-ordinate the CC and Board session and development of an agenda and talking points are underway for key points to be raised with the Board and senior staff.  Monday also has an open session between the GAC and Board from 4:30 – 6:00pm that the BC members should attend.  

Tuesday starts with a workshop on Internet Governance and is then followed by a new workshop on Changes in the Domain Name Marketplace. BC members  should plan to attend both, and there may be opportunity for BC comments, as individual BC members, from the floor, during the question/answer session. The GNSO Council Public Forum then meets from 12:30-3:30 p.m.   Comments are being prepared by the officers and Task Force members  for  BC interventions and comments on PDP-05/new gTLDs; PDP-06/existing registry services, the LSE report and WHOIS. The second, more technical IDN workshop follows.  The host reception follows.

On Wednesday there is a DNS workshop 8-10am, followed by the Council meetings. then the Council meets.  In the afternoon is Board Public Forum 1 

Thursday, the Board Public Forum II is 8:30am - 12.30pm. The afternoon is free for everyone except Councillors who have a working session.; the Board meets in retreat during this afternoon session.  The board meeting starts at 8:30 a.m. on Friday and is expected to conclude by noon. 
Additional Information on the Policy Items and Workshops: 

Background on Workshop on Domain Name registration – is the secondary market in domain name registrations has changed significantly since its inception. Some have expressed concern that the secondary market in domain names is not being conducted in an organized manner; some registrars are engaged only as secondary market registrars, and there are differences of view on whether additional “policies” are needed. 

The BC members discussed some of the background related to the development of the secondary market approach and that there are presently many varieties of offerings.    Alistair Dixon asked if there would be a PDP arising from this workshop.  Marilyn Cade said that if there was it would likely be to close a policy loophole – related to the redemption grace period and a Add/Drop/Delete 5 day period originally designed to be utilised by registrars to deal with errors and accidental deletions.    

Members on the call discussed examples of domain name secondary market behaviour, ranging from enabling a trademark holder or someone to register a name from the secondary market; uses of lapsing names in a variety of applications, including for use in “click for pay”; domain name “hoarding”; and associated issues.  It was agreed that Philip Sheppard, George Kirikos, Sarah Deutsch, Rick Anderson and Fabricio Vayra would be invited to form a BC working group.

This will further the development of awareness within the BC of the changes in the domain name marketplace and enable the BC to be prepared in the event that a BC position is needed in the future.

The PDP06 is a priority for the BC at the moment.  Marilyn Cade raised a concern that the PDP process may be starved of resources, such as independent and external experts in key areas, such as competition, anti-trust, economic analysis that require ICANN funding. Alistair Dixon agreed that there should be heavyweight economic thinking that can inform the TF and the community as the work progresses – Marilyn Cade and Alistair Dixon have already advised the TF of the BC’s views via the initial BC contribution. They will continue to pursue support for independent experts to support the deliberations of  members of the TF; some TF members have volunteered to be “experts” the BC officers caution against that, noting that it will make the policy outcomes subject to challenge by the registries. 

PDP – 06 

There was a hearing before the US Congress on the dot com agreement which was related to PDP06.  Mike Roberts submitted testimony.  Anyone interested in receiving copies of Mike Roberts and Becky Burr’s testimony should contact Marilyn Cade at mscade@cox.net.
Some governments raised questions in Wellington, and remain concerned about the .com agreement. It is expected that they will raise questions in the GAC/Council joint session on Sunday, about the progress of PDP06.  It is the view of the BC, based on existing positions, that the DoC can improve matters by returning the dot com agreement to the Board. 

PDP - 05 

It is important for the BC to have BC members, as well as officer, Marilyn Cade, in the open meeting between Council and GAC on Sunday.  New gTLDs is an important issue to the GAC.  The BC prefers a sponsored model with open and transparent contracts that are publicly available.  The BC objects to closed door negotiations.  

IDNs 

A Council working group is being established.  Marilyn Cade and Alistair Dixon are initially representing the BC.  Once there are Terms of Reference for the GNSO TF, they will come back to the members to extend the group of representatives.  

The working group will met via conference call the week of 19 June, and then face to face on Saturday evening. There is also a much smaller co-ordinating group of Councillors who will be responsible for working out the collaboration between the ccNSO and GNSO’s TFs. The Council has not determined who will fill those slots; but these are largely planning and administrative functions
Invitation to IDN call 

Marilyn Cade asked members if they could make a call on IDNs with Ram Mohan on Wednesday 21 July.  Gary Hills to send to the list to assess availability for a call.  

Strategic and operational plan 

In the operational plan the staff have cemented financial support to many of the things that have not been agreed by the community.  The budget amounts to $30+ million, with a provision of over 10 new staff for regional outreach.  

Marilyn Cade, Chuck Gomes, and Mark McFadden are the Council’s representatives to analyse the Operational Plan and Budget. The output of their work will be provided to the BC members for informational purposes. The latest Operational plan and budget are posted on the ICANN web site and questions can be sent directly to Marilyn by BC members. 

WHOIS   

WHOIS will be discussed with the Board at the Cross Constituency meeting.  There is concern within the BC, and with the CC members, with the way WHOIS policy development is progressing. Marilyn Cade has raised several times to the Council that the GAC  has expressed interest in more involvement and interaction in WHOIS policy. 

The GNSO has to date taken the view that the GAC can contribute through the usual public call for comments. The real expertise in interacting with governments lies heavily in the BC, ISPCP and IPC, and thus, this topic will be a priority in the discussion with the board.

Review of the GNSO
There was a short discussion about the LSE report.  The report was likely to be delivered in Marrakech.  Once the report is published, BC input is essential – for example, the LSE team implied the BC wasn’t sufficiently representative of business with only a relatively small number of members.  This shows a misunderstanding of how business works, by not recognising the role of associations.

New Member of Nominating Committee  

The BC members  welcomed Ken Fockler to the call.  Ken Fockler is the new BC representative to the Nominating Committee, representing the interests of SMEs.  Ken Fockler talked about his background and his extensive experience with ICANN and entered into a dialogue with the members.

Status of Elections 

Philip Sheppard left the call and Marilyn Cade updated members on the Board elections.

