BC Call notes

13 April 2005

Present:

Philip Sheppard

Grant Forsyth

Heather Shaw

Catherine Gabay

Steve Plotkin

Mike McKeehan

Anders Halvorsen

Gary Hills

Apologies: Marilyn Cade

Overview

Philip took callers through the minutes of both the Cross-Constituency (CC) and BC meetings in Argentina, dealing with one item at a time and allowing time for discussion and questions after each item. For full background on these issues please see the meeting notes*.

*Meeting notes can be found at www.bizconst.org/latestnews.htm
Whois

Philip:  Provided background on the changes to the task force and the proposed re-issuing of the terms of reference.  (For more detail see the CC notes). 

Philip raised an additional question about improving complaint procedures.  This was a work item discussed in cape Town but not in Argentina. ACTION BC reps to raise the question within the TF re-write of terms of reference. 

New gTLDs

Philip:  dot travel and dot jobs have been given the go ahead. It was noted that the dot xxx were bullish, but still optimistic about progress. (For more detail see the CC notes).

Heather:  agreed there were many positive comments about the likely success of dot xxx

Catherine:  raised the issue of dot pro. (For more detail see the CC and BC notes). 

Catherine: there was discussion during the Board meeting on the importance of IDNs.
Heather:  fear of some ccTLDs who want IDNs going to ITU.  The Board realises this is something which must be resolved.  

Philip:  there will be a specific paragraph on IDNs in the new BC White Paper. ACTION
WIPO II

Philip:  (For more detail see the CC notes). There is no initiative on this yet.

WSIS and WGIG

Heather gave the call a WGIG update.  WGIG will release a set of papers on Monday 18 April, leading to the working group releasing a report in July.  A main issue at stake is the technical management of the internet.  Hard to say where it’s all heading at the moment; most papers are marked 'not consensus papers'.  There is a risk is that the whole process will need to start over again in September; it's difficult to know where the working groups are heading.

Catherine: Also in talking with French and EU people, the feeling is that WGIG will come up with not a solution but broad principles.

At Large

Philip:  basically no developments but watch this space. (For more detail see the CC notes).

3 Reps/2 Reps

Philip: significantly, the Board resolved to embed the concept of three reps per constituency rather than two to the GNSO.  This was in response to hard lobbying from the BC and other constituencies.  This is now a formal by-law change.  

Strategic Plan

Philip:  the new Strategic Plan (version 7) seemed to be short on measurables. (For more detail see the CC and BC notes).

Grant:  the whole process has had both positive and disappointing outcomes.  Whilst the process has succeeded in turning some things around, it is still not a fully functioning process.

dot net

Philip reported that as the bid process is still current, the GNSO Council were not able to formally be involved but that the public comment site is the appropriate forum for registering concerns. Philip had posted to this site pointing out that the evaluators report was overly focused on technical criteria and so ignored the GNSO report which called for an evaluation based on competition, once minimum technical standards were achieved. Some of the losing bidders have also raised objections, they say of fact, to the evaluators report. (See ICANN site for details. )

Q & A

Grant:  asked Catherine for any update on the NomCom process - is there anything the BC can do?

Catherine:  there are some changes being made to the criteria for candidates to help them better understand what they are volunteering for ! There is a need for a short term nomination to the GNSO Council, following Demi’s elevation to the Board. As the remaining term is only short, the NomCom is still deciding what to do.
Philip:  Does this mean there may be either no one or someone for a short time?

Catherine; it is not yet decided.

Philip: next BC issue - new White Paper on gTLDs.  Should be in circulation in around 2 weeks.

