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1 December 2005 

BC members present

Philip Sheppard AIM

Marilyn Cade MCade LLC

Ron Andruff Tralliance

Alain Bidron France Telecom

Catherine Gabay MEDEF

Jim Baskin Verizon

Chuck Warren Overstock.com

Neal Blair Capital Strategies

By phone:

Heather Shaw USCIB

Steve Plotkin Disney

+ members of the ISP, IPC and other stakeholders during the first session.

Note: The BC met with the ICANN board, as part of the Cross Constituency Meeting. The report for that meeting will be provided separately and will cover discussions with the Board and Staff. 

1. World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) debrief

Ambassador Yanis Karklins (Latvia) President, Prep-com, WSIS Tunis

Outcome overall positive as it affects the Internet. On other hand, positive outcomes on the broader issues of the WSIS – development, etc.  The  text specific to Internet Governance captured the divergence of government opinion and as the text was a little ambiguous, most countries claimed victory for their opinion being heard.

Key recognitions: 
· Internet key to info soc

· Governance broader than naming and numbering

· Working definition of Internet Governance agreed

· Agreed that there is a national aspect to achieving access to Internet

· Agreed actions on spam, cyber-crime and other public policy issues

· Agreed actions to increase access

· Continual dialogue on governance

· Set up an Internet Governance Forum (IGF) with a mandate – paragraph 72 – on public policy issues NOT within the mission of EXISTING organisations (eg ICANN); no duplication; non-binding; no attempt to supersede the former US government oversight role

· Recognizing that UN model isn’t multi stakeholder; will be need to craft operating rules to ensure that multi stakeholder occurs.

· Critical issues are management/coordination method; composition, chair approach and programme

· Operational issues include the efficiency of meeting preparation and the speed of response to externalities

· Timescale is to launch Forum in second half of 2006 (maybe March 2006 for consultations on final formats; etc. with fall Forum for UN to make a proposal on the IGF – so need for business to take seriously opportunity to provide input to the UN deputy sec gen; can also be of assistance in acting as mailman. Encouraged the ICANN players to provide their input. Committed to urge for consultation to be early March, to ensure non compete with ICANN Wellington.

· Will play a role for some time in the GAC, as Latvia GAC representative. Sees the  need for change in the GAC as important to ensure that governments don’t replay old arguments in forum, but work at ICANN on their ICANN concerns. 
Marcus Kummer, Executive Secretariat, Working Group on Internet Governance WGIG

· Need to digest the results of WSIS and see the UN next steps including the “enhanced cooperation” with existing bodies and the IGF.

· WGIG open door policy was useful and informed the debate whereas the WSIS forum was more restrictive and private sector interventions were limited. So the character of the IGF may be similar. 

· WGIG identified the academic and technical community as being relevant parties to the debate/understand that they have a different name for themselves, but the intent is the same.

· Frequency of IGF is an open question as is the establishment of the bureau; and whether there will be a small secretariat.

· Substance of the IGF topics is key as are the priorities. Ideally each IGF would focus on one topic.

· What is the link between the IGF and “enhanced cooperation”?

· Need to ensure there is real output from the IGF.

· Will be in NY next, along with others at a regular UN meeting; where this may be discussed to some degree. 

· Expects there to be a web site to take consultation; as well as a March event for consultation. 

2. Verisign proposed settlement

The meeting endorsed the final editorial changes to the BC position paper as a result of discussion with other stakeholders during the Vancouver meeting. The central recommendations are unchanged from the original posted to members as part of the BC policy process. The position was therefore formally adopted. It was agreed to submit the final position to members, the Council and the Board. ACTION BC Rep in Public Forum, GNSO Council, and secretariat for public postings to members.
3. WIPO II request on country and IGO names

The meeting agreed to respond positively to the discussion on WIPO II during the cross- constituency meeting. In that meeting the ICANN CEO had emphasised the political need to address the WIPO request while recognising the legal and other difficulties in so doing. It was agreed to work with other constituencies to see if a compromise can be found. ACTION Philip Sheppard and Sarah Deutsch will be joint BC reps in discussion with other constituencies.

4. WSIS

It was agreed to respond to the invitation to provide input to the UN secretary general on the issues to be considered by the new IGF. ACTION Marilyn Cade will act as rapporteur in preparing BC input (and in outreach to ISPs in particular).

5. ICANN Strategic Plan

The meeting had an update on both the BC and GNSO efforts to provide input and improve the process for the development of both the short term annual ICANN operational plan and the longer 3 year strategic plan. The BC is seeking better oversight and opportunities for community input into the planning process. ACTION This effort will continue to be led by Grant Forsyth and Marilyn Cade.

6. GNSO council update

The meeting was given an update on recent policy activities of the GNSO Council:

· Adoption of WHOIS recommendations on legal conflicts

· Request for an issues report on new gTLDs

· Request for an issues report on IDN equivalents of existing gTLDs.

· Approval of the ToR for evaluation of the GNSO which will involve participation of members/more information will be provided by the secretariat as the work plan for the evaluation develops. 

7. AOB

The meeting was given an introduction to a web-based mechanism for consensus building www.icannwiki.org.
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