Business Constituency meeting New Delhi 12 February 2008
Attendees
Bilal Beirm BC officer

Mike Rodenbaugh -  BC officer

Philip Sheppard – BC officer

Palmer Hamilton - BICC

Jim Baskin - Verizon

Ron Andruff - RNA

Ayesha Hassan, David Appasamy ICC

Mari Jo Keukelaar – Name Administration

Steve DelBianco – NetChoice

Marilyn Cade – Cade LLC

Observers

Michael Colins, Phil Corwin – ICA

Lord Braz – DN Forum

Dave Elbaze- ELB

Nick Wood (IPC) - Cum Laude
1. Domain name tasting   - Mike Rodebaugh
There is a current Council PDP to address domain name tasting. The work has been done via a participatory group instead of a full task force. Key proposal to end tasting is to charge a 20c fee to taste names after a threshold of 10% of normal volumes. This was a compromise as the BC had been in favour of ending the add grace period altogether as a simple way to end the practice. The Registries are opposed to this solution and the position of Registrars is unclear. Other constituencies support the outcome. Voting on the report is likely at the Council meeting following Delhi.

2. Inter-registrar transfer policy  - Mike Rodenbaugh for rapporteur Mike O Connor
There is some complexity here. A group produced a list of 19 recommended actions to improve transfers. The BC along with other constituencies has suggested priorities within this list. In addition a PDP has started on 4 key proposals on this list and a BC constituency position on this PDP is required. BC rapporteur Mike O Connor will respond basing his reply on the existing BC response to the longer list.
3. IDNs – Philip Sheppard for rapporteur Bilal Beirm
The Coucils of the GNSO and CCNSO met in Delhi. BC members were reassured by some clarifications provided:

· No intent to replicate generic usage CCs as IDNs eg .tv

· Any IDN awarded in the gTLD space remains intact if it survives the objection process.
· The full CCNSO PDP may take 2 years (but note above)

· Both SOs seem to have a common understanding of a fast track process for certain cc IDNs  eg one per country or territory on the ISO 3166-1 list. This would be in place before the start of the new TLD process currently envisaged for October 2008.

· CCNSO willing to share a cross SO information group

Note; this is the first policy PDP ever done by the CCNSO. There is thus some tension in the idea of deep GNSO involvement.

In discussion it was recognized that mixed script IDNs may be inevitable; such mixing is common in the current off line world and desirable for certain users.

4. GNSO reform   
The Board governance committee has adopted its final report and will send to the Board this week. The Board will note the report and open a comment period with a view to taking a decision at the late June Paris meeting. The report is almost unchanged from previous versions with an unacceptable structural change. However it also contained two minority reports and opens up the possibility of alternative structural proposals.

 Philip therefore gave a presentation on one model of such alternative – a tripartite structure of three blocks with equal votes – contract parties; commercial interests; public interests.  In discussion the following points were raised;

· The model was well-received

· Representatives from the ISPs and IPC supported the model

· The principle of the three commercial constituencies working in an umbrella organization with three distinct components was acceptable

· There were indications of support from the NCUC and ALAC leadership to the both of them being part of the umbrella public interest group

· Board members were very open to the concept

· A comment period of 60 days would be a good balance between length, momentum, and allowing staff to turn comments into a proposal in time for Paris.

ACTION The following next steps were agreed;

· Each constituency will make this proposal to its membership

· Establish a 3 person drafting group (Philip, Ron, Steve) to aim for adopted proposal within 3 weeks.

· The proposal should list vision, structure, benefits, and an outline of the administrative framework of the new umbrella commercial interest group

· Establish a joint 6/9 person cross-constituency drafting group from the 3 constituencies to establish a joint proposal within 4/5 weeks
· Air the joint proposal with the NCUC, ALAC to get broad support

· Coordinate a lobby for the comments period in its last 30 days to produce a momentum for the proposal.

· During this process we should be flexible to ensure we adopt an optimal and broadly supported solution. We may also need to be flexible on the names of these three new groups.

· Philip was invited to the IPC meeting to present the above.

Note; ICC would like to air the idea at its 10 March meeting.
5. ICANN Strategic plan, budget etc  
The BC group on this is Mike Rodenbaugh, Mike O Connor, Mike Palage, Marilyn Cade. ICANN proposes a budget increase to $60m. The group has just begun work and will report back to the BC in due course.
6. WHOIS studies  

The BC has proposed three studies (misuse, privacy protection, compliance). SSAC has issued a paper on the old CRISP proposal. Staff will now assess and maybe combine study proposals and present a new list to Council to ask for priorities that will go out to be costed.

7. AOB

· Mike Rodenbaugh is considering a proposal for rapid take down to prevent abuse in circumstances where the current UDRP is either too slow or too costly.
· JPA mid-term.  The BC is not making a submission but some members are. ICC believes an in-depth debate on ICANN vision for the future is needed. NetChoice believes that the private sector role is key. AT&T understands the ‘let my people go’ ambition and asks ‘’Go where?”
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