Meeting of the Business Constituency 24 June 2008 Paris

Facilitated by Philip Sheppard and Mike Rodenbaugh
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1. Presentation from Rod Rasmussen - APWG anti-phishing group
See the PowerPoint presentation
 For more information see www.apwg.org
2. Consumer protection and Competition issues

See the PowerPoint presentation to the Cross-Constituency meeting
In discussion the following points were made:

· The mission of ICANN cannot stay at the technical level. Only when they get the mission right can any transition be effective. 
· The meeting would support a mission that addressed issues of user confidence to do business on the net.

· There are different levels of interest. Someone needs to represent users and consumers. Consumers trust businesses, it’s part of businesses responsibility,

· On the Whois studies the BC should focus on proxy services.

· The GAC proposal for a WHOIS studies will be made directly to the Board.

· IDNs.  Technical tests are ongoing but there’s an issue with the Unicode table. Looks like it will be available some time next year. 

· In the ICANN budget for new TLDs, there is money for education in the community about IDN but there’s no budget for users/consumers. 

· There has to be technical stability for registering new TLDs; one of the things we need to do as a constituency is to make sure the safeguards are in place.

· Fast Flux. Mike O’Connor is chairing a new GNSO working group. If anyone wants to volunteer we could do with more help. 
· Domain tasting. Expect the board to vote on non-refundable registrations.
3. GNSO Reform

See Power Point presentation
BC action to date has included:

· working with a coalition to write and present the joint users counterproposal

· writing and distributing an Open letter to the board this week

· intensive dialogue with the Board.
In discussion the following points were made:

· Need to focus our dialogue on issues of Board concern.
· Board chairman Peter Dengate-Thrush didn’t see the logic of parity in voting but nor did he necessarily approve of joint users proposal.

· Agreed no need to prepare an immediate statement about a Board vote that went against our interests. Best to take time over any reaction.

There was discussion over the content of a GNSO proposal to established new sub-committees to implement GNSO reform. A vote was due this week. The meeting agreed that it was important that any vote should not be seen as endorsing proposals we did not support. (Outcome: the BC successfully called for delay on the GNSO vote.)

ACTION. It was agreed the BC would make a statement to the Public forum around the 3D approach of delay, data and dialogue. See the BC web site statements page for its content.

4. AOB

Members raised the following issues:

· The ICC business outreach in Paris had been a success but there is improvement to be done with respect to the content presented from ICANN, and dialogue with the ICANN Board.

· BC physical meetings being open with non-members attending presented challenges with respect to consensus building and member information. It was recognised that the ICANN/GNSO timetable prevented easy opportunity for BC members to meet earlier in the week. The BC will request a more intimate room for future meetings and consider a member only part session.
· Mike O’Connor asked that the BC use on line tools such as a Wiki, Google or Yahoo group. It was explained that a previous attempt at this had not been supported by members. Mike O’Connor was invited to propose a renewed effort.

· Members present said that they would be interested in more briefing calls before physical meetings. 
· It was agreed to make the member calls audio files available only on request to members. 
· The BC leadership was thanked for its continued efforts.
Meeting of the Cross Constituency ICANN Paris 24  June 2008 

These meetings are intended as informational for members of the BC, ISPCP and IPC. Observers were present including Board members Raimundo Beca and Demi Getschko, as well as Board ALAC liaison Wendy Seltzer.

1. Introduction

Participants were welcomed by Kristina Rosette on behalf of the organising constituency. 
2. Consumer Protection Issues – lead Mike Rodenbaugh

See also the PowerPoint Presentation

WHOIS

GNSO progress on this is stalled. A call for studies is being resisted by members of the registrars and NCUC. The general point is that access is needed by law enforcement, brand owners, and third parties to pursue owners in bad faith. 

In discussion the following points were made:

· ISPs also use WHOIS for registrant identification

· Registrars make a lot more money for proxy services than registrations so they are likely to resist calls to stop it. 

IDN

There is a recognised need but they will bring new consumer protection issues. It will be a challenge.

Fast Flux 

The ICANN SSAC report proposed possible mitigation steps. An accelerated suspension plan is needed.

In discussion the following points were made:

· Detailed criteria are being drafted to help identify a site as a phishing site

3. GNSO reform – lead Philip Sheppard

See the PowerPoint Presentation for a detailed debrief on breakfast and a list of issues.

In discussion the following points were made:

· There is a place for comments on the ICANN site. 

· There is tension on the Board between those who believe ICANN’s job is to create markets and those who believe it has a wider public trust role.

· ICANN’s efforts at business liaison fall short. Business spends a lot of money on making the internet work and need more voice.

· There is a lot of work to do in the next 48 hrs to provide evidence there has been a history of voting shenanigans and that voting is important! 

· Roberto Gaetano showed an interest in more data to prove policy blocking and two staff members are looking at voting records now. that data should available for release. 

· WHOIS is a good example of blocked policy progress. 

· Raimondo Beca believed there were two key issues: board: the future of nom com appointees and the transition of existing terms of office

· The nom com role is not functioning as it was intended.

· There are similarities between now and the last reform in 2003 but there was poor monitoring of that reform.

· It is unclear who ICANN serves - its role is changing people’s lives. 

In summary the meeting recognised:

· More Data is needed

· Delay to the ICANN board decision would be the best outcome

· More Dialogue is needed.
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